[Traumatic rupture of the corpus cavernosum. 25 case reports and literature review].
On the basis of a series of twenty-five cases of traumatic rupture of the corpus cavernosum and a review of literature, the characteristics of this rare affection are reviewed. This injury typically occurs in young adults. The most frequent mechanism is rough manipulation of the erect penis. Urethral injury is associated in 10 per cent of patients. The characteristic history and physical findings usually yield the diagnosis. The preferred form of management is early surgical repair of the tunical defect, by distal circumferential incision. Post-operative complications are rare (8 per cent). The treatment of associated urethral injuries and late complications resulting from untreated rupture is reviewed.